HUGH    LATIMER
they have never varied in attacking the doctrine of purga-
tory. This has been the first doctrine which those Anglicans
who call themselves Catholic have attacked, the last with
which they have been reconciled. And yet it is no less
marvellous than the doctrine of a physical hell or of a
millennium which feature so prominently in many Pro-
testant Confessions. It can easily be supported by Scriptural
texts, and it affords comfort to those who feel that, without
any further purgation, their state at death would qualify
them for hell rather than for heaven.
The reason is a practical one. Remission of the pains of
purgatory has always opened the richest treasures to the
Power of the Keys. The force of the appeal does credit to
the heart of humanity. It is to relieve or shorten the suffer-
ings of the dear departed that most of the money for masses
has been given. The appeal to self-sacrifice has always been
more potent than that to self-interest.
It was not long before complaints about Latimer's forth-
right sermons were made to his diocesan, West, Bishop of
Ely. The Bishop paid a surprise visit to the University
Church on a day when Latimer was due to preach, and
entered in the course of the sermon. When the Bishop and
his retinue were seated, Latimer calmly said: " A new
audience, especially of such rank, deserves a new theme." He
proceeded to preach from the text of Hebrews " Christ being
come, a High Priest of good things to come," and enlarged
upon the carelessness of pastors whether priests or bishops
which was the great scandal of the day. West sent for
Latimer, and sagaciously thanked him for an excellent
sermon, adding, " If you will do one thing at my request, I
will kneel down and kiss your feet for the good admonition
that I have received of your sermon." He asked that
Latimer should preach in that place one sermon against
Martin Luther. To this Latimer answered: " My lord, I
am not acquainted with the doctrine of Luther, nor are we
permitted here to read his works. . . . Sure I am that I
have preached before you this day no man's doctrine, but
only the doctrine of God out of the Scriptures. And if
Luther do none otherwise, there needeth no confutation of
his doctrine."
To which the Bishop: " Well, well, Mr. Latimer, I per-
ceive that you somewhat smell of the pan: you will repent
this gear one day."
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